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in Japan?” International Journal of Asian Studies. Published online, 2024:1–16. doi:10.1017/
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Suddenly fathers had a supporting role to play  Chiaki Shirai, Historical Dynamism of Childbirth in 
Japan: Medicalization and its Normative Politics, 1868–2017. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 公開日: 2021.
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jjspnm.57.3_481. 

ninety percent of fathers in the US and ninety-five percent across much of Europe and 
Scandanavia  Redshaw M, Henderson J. Fathers’ engagement in pregnancy and childbirth: evidence 
from a national survey. BMC Pregnancy Childbirth. March 20, 2013.21 ninety-five percent across much 
of Europe and Scandanavia Despina Sapountzi-Krepia et al. “Fathers’ Feelings and Experience Related 
to their Wife/Partner’s Delivery in Northern Greece.” Open Nursing Journal. 2010 Nov 5, https://
opennursingjournal.com/VOLUME/4/PAGE/48/FULLTEXT/.
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sixteen percent of birthing women in Japan received an epidural, double the rate in 2020  わが国の
無痛分娩の実態 令和2（2020）年医療施設（静態）調査より
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Gnawing my lips, holding my body rigid  Vera Mackie, Feminism in Modern Japan. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2003 p. 55(tk)

Chelsea / Kenya
colonial officials began to worry about an “unmanageable population” and encouraged 

contraception  Lynn M. Thomas, Politics of the Womb: Women, Reproduction and the State in 
Kenya. Oakland: University of California Press, 2003, p. 110.

Christianity that missionaries brought to the region stigmatized birth control, as well as 
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Trump restricted twelve billion dollars in health funding to aid recipients globally  United States 
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United States Government Accountability Office, “Awardees’ Declinations of U.S. Planed Funding Due to 
Abortion-Related Restrictions” March 2020.

hard to verify, though, because most medical facilities will only perform them “undercover”  Kenya 
Ministry of Health, “Incidence and Complications of Unsafe Abortion in Kenya, Key Findings of A 
National Study,” August 2013.

Women who can’t afford to pay use knitting needles, drink bleach  Neha Wadekar, “Activists in Kenya 
to keep fighting for abortion rights after end of Roe,” Washington Post, July 5, 2022.

incomplete abortions account for more than half of all gynecological admissions  MM Mutua et 
al. “Factors associated with delays in seeking post abortion care among women in Kenya.” BMC 
Pregnancy Childbirth, Oct. 7, 2015. 
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National Indicators of Well-Being, 2023,”National Center for Health Statistics.
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half a century later, the country had more licensed midwives than doctors  Ibid 
Finland was frequently at war and lower infant and maternal mortality ensured a steady supply of 

manpower  Kirsi Vainio-Korhonen, De frimodiga: Barnmorskor, födande och kroppslighet på 1700-
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Maternal Mortality in the United States.” 

Sarah / US
the church’s official position is that “fathers are to preside over their families in love and 

righteousness  “The Family, A Proclamation to the World,” made by President Gordon B. Hinckley, 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, September 23, 1995.
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countries, including Finland and Japan  A Schmidt and G Bachmann, “An Overview of Finnish 
Maternal Health Care As a Potential Model for Decreasing Maternal Mortality in the United States.”

 “Maternal Mortality Ratio (modeled estimate, per 100,000 live births) – OECD Members.” WHO, UNICEF, 
UNFPA, World Bank Group, and UNDESA/Population Division. Trends in Maternal Mortality 2000 
to 2020. Geneva: World Health Organization, 2023.

Black women are more than three times as likely to die from pregnancy-related complications 
as white women  Jenny M. Luke, Delivered by Midwives, African American Midwifery in the 
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Gynecology. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2017.

Anarcha, was subjected to at least thirty painful surgeries  Sarah Lynch. “Fact Check: Father of modern 
gynecology performed experiments on enslaved black women,” USA Today, June 19, 2020.
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strategies for prevention, 13 states, 2013–2017.” Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 2019; 68:423–9.
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